A MODERN HOUSE                    i9j

manure. I asked why? * It was the zaildar's order, and
it was a good order, for now neither wind nor rain
could spoil it/

The newest house in the village belonged to the A modern
headman, who, with four squares (in acres) all to House
himself, was a wealthy man. He had built it a few years
ago at a cost which forced him to borrow, but which he
would not divulge. With its 100 feet of frontage, it was
pukka outside and kachha within, an arrangement
mitigating both cold and heat. The iron girders had
come from Karachi and needed their strength, as there
was an upper room. The chief store-room for grain was
airy and spotlessly clean. In a smaller room was a
punkah, the only one in the village. Another small
indication of prosperity was the presence of two beds
with webbing instead of netted string. The webbing
had been made in the zenana and was very dirty. In
dress and appearance there was nothing to choose
between the owner of four squares and the owners
of two.

A thing I had never seen in a village before was Doctors
a signboard informing the world at large that So-and-so
was a baid1 and well versed in the Vedic treatment.
He had come from the Ferozepore district and was
generally resorted to by the villagers, who, however,
went to the hospital a few miles away for surgical treat-
ment. 'And do you like the hospital or the baid best ?*
'When the doctor is good we like him; the doctor now
is very good indeed/ 'And do you ever go to those who
heal with spells?' 'That is now very much less: only
the old women believe in them/ Yet when we asked
them whether they still hung a spell across the road to
drive away cattle disease, they grinned and said they
did. * You have some one to look after your bodies:

1 There are two kinds of country doctors: the hakim, generally a Mufaam-
madan, who uses Yunini methods deriving through the Arabs, from Greece
or Ionia {Yunan)$ and the baid, generally a Hindu or a Sikh, who uses